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Summary conclusions of the Consultation meeting on nanosciences and nanotechnologies, held in Romania, Bucharest, on the 19th of January, 2010
Organizer: National Authority for Scientific Research (ANCS)
Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports.

Commission representative: Mr. Georgios Katalagarianakis

The meeting was open by Mr. Adrian CURAJ, President of ANCS. He addressed a warm welcome to the high level participants and appreciated the diversity of the institutions represented to the meeting: the Ministry of Economy, Commerce and Business Affairs, the Romanian Academy, National R&D Institutes, universities, the ANCSs’ three financing agencies, foreign companies developing R&D activities in Romania (see “list of participants”). The President of ANCS mentioned that it seems Romania has a potential for nanotechnologies and therefore ANCS will lunch very soon a call for proposals for an exploratory project in nanosciences and nanotechnologies (N&N). The aim is to provide, for 2011, suggestions for a national strategy in the field. 
ANCS was also represented by Mr. Marian ENACHESCU, vice-president.
The European Commission was represented by Mr. Georgios Katalagarianakis, Research Programme Officer, Nano- and Converging Sciences and Technologies, Directorate General for Research.
The first presentation was done by ANCS in order to provide general data on the R&D field in Romania, policies and strategies and future challenges. There was mentioned the four exploratory projects that should be launched in 2010, emphasising the project in nanosciences and nanotechnologies. This presentation was followed by the one of the Romanian Academy (RA), that showed the evolution of the N&N domain in the R&D institutes of the RA.

The Commission’s presentation referred to “Leveraging European Investment in Nanotechnologies R&D and Innovation”. 
The three financing agencies of ANCS (CNMP, AMCSIT and UEFISCSU) introduced to the participants there activity in the N&N domain. 

On behalf of the R&D institutions there were presentations from one National R&D Institute and two foreign companies developing R&D activities in Romania.

During the presentations there were outlined some ideas, like: 

· The Commission is preparing a New Nano Action Plan 2010-2014 aiming to promote innovation;
· A portfolio on nanotechnologies is needed supporting a strategy in N&N;

· Innovation should imply destroying the barriers of the development, time, infrastructure and the battle against the traditional technology;  

· It is desired to find out a liaison between research and innovation based on structured dialogue;

· R&D infrastructures and education partnerships should be encouraged;

· A Transfer Technology mechanism should be adapted  and promoted;

· The dialogue between the stakeholders seems to be a problem. Clear regulations are expected; national and regional initiatives are encouraged.;

· For the Impact Assessment of the new Nano Action Plan 2010-2014 it is needed the input from the Member States;

· National consultations are very important, Romania was the first country which did that, and the first one to be visited by the Commission;
· The Action Plan should be a political document and it must contain: objectives, means and monitoring – the platform to do this is expected to be the High Level Group (HLG) of the Member States (MSs) and FP7 Associated States. The HLG has defined that “Safety” is a priority area;
· The Commission pointed out that we should build European research based on long term strategies; for example actions following a strategy defined in 2010 will deliver first market results in 2016.
During the two sessions dedicated to questions and answers, or comments, there were interventions like:

· Mrs. Gabriela Pirvu, Ministry of Economy, Commerce and Business Affairs, asked if the N&N Action Plan is included in the Innovation Plan. The Commission informed that it isn’t included but there are consultations between the Directorates General of the Commission.
· Prof. Alina Catrinel Ion, University “Politehnica” Bucharest, asked for more information on the R&D infrastructures. The Commission informed that the money is allocated more for improving networking better than for new infrastructure. We should identify the domains so that the infrastructures could be related by bridging new ideas. 
· Dr. Dan Donescu, National R&D Institute of Chemistry, mentioned that following its participation to FP5, FP6 and FP7 he noticed the existence of the same “end user” for most of the project. The Commission stated that there are open calls and for IPR issues there are rules. 

· Mr. Marian Enachescu, vice-president ANCS, talked about the existence of the gap between innovation and business. 

· Dr. Roxana Piticescu, National R&D Institute for Non-Ferrous and Rare Metals (IMNR), announced that the NANOFutures Initiative nominated IMNR-CTT AVNMAT to represent and disseminate the Initiative in Romania. The NANOFutures Romanian Platform is presented on the IMNR site (www.imnr.ro). 

The last intervention and the concluding remarks, belonged to Mr. Marian Enachescu, as vice president ANCS, but also as a specialist in the domain (prof. univ. dr.rer.nat.). He stated that research funding should be increased for private institutions together with the public ones and encouraged the participation of the private research institutions to the public competitions in consortia with public research laboratories and local industry. Romania has to move in nanotechnology field to a new quality step, to by more visible in the market by designing nano- devices and nano-products. In the near future, in Romania, we should say “we are using N&N for..." while “N&N could be used for…". Mr Enachescu also referred to the nano-safety issue and underlined the necessity of special regulations against nano- particles exposure or intoxication. 
Referring to the future FP8, Mr. Enachescu pointed out that this event is a good exercise for Romania to be more involved in the consultations with the Commission for new policies and strategies. He suggested that the Commission should think and act in having a good percentage of FP8 funding directed towards the new Members States, less experienced, while the competition should still be strongly in place. It’s a fact that Romania has more than a critical mass of nano- experts so we should play an important role in Europe’s nano- thinking or nano- plans or nano- initiatives. 
Mr. Enachescu concluded: “You can’t do any research without setting the market and the public entities as your target. The N&N market is special and you have to be very well prepared to develop a nanotechnology. Romania could easily follow the good example of some more experienced partners”.
The consultation event on the 19th of January 2010 was prepared by the public workshop „Towards a national strategy in nanotechnologies”, held at the Romanian Academy, one week before. The workshop was opened by the President of the Romanian Academy, whereas the President of ANCS launched a clear message: the National Authority for Scientific Research is interested to evaluate the potential in nanotechnologies and develop a national strategy, correlated with the strategic plan of EU in the field. The event was attended by 187 people from 56 organizations.

